
After reuniting with his companions on the island, 

Odysseus tells them about their adventures with the 

Cyclopes. They then share the herds stolen from 

Polyphemus, and Odysseus decides to offer a ram as a 

sacrifice to Zeus, hoping to appease the anger of 

Poseidon. The next morning, Odysseus orders his men to 

prepare to depart, and they begin their journey back to 

Ithaca. During their voyage, they make a stop at Aeolia, 

a floating island, the kingdom of Aeolus, the ruler of the 

Winds, who welcomes them with remarkable hospitality. 

Aeolus lives in a magnificent palace, surrounded by his 

wife and twelve children. After sharing many feasts and 

discussing Odysseus’s exploits during the Trojan War, 

Aeolus, moved by his desire to return home to be 

reunited with his wife Penelope and his son Telemachus, 

offers him a precious gift. He gives him a wineskin made 

of oxhide, containing all the violent winds, except the 

one that will bring them directly to Ithaca. Aeolus 

advises Odysseus to keep it a secret and not to open 

the wineskin, or they will lose everything. After warm 

farewells, Odysseus and his men resume their journey, 

full of hope to return to their home.
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